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The papers in this issue were selected from among those presented at the Eighteenth Interna-
tional Conference on Machine Learning (ICML2001) held in Williamstown, Massachusetts, June
28 - July 1, 2001. To create this issue, all authors of ICML2001 were given the opportunity to sub-
mit an expanded version of their conference paper, which then went through the standard rigorous
review process of JMLR. The twelve papers contained in this issue were selected out of a total of
23 submissions.

As can be seen from the wide range of topics in the selected papers, this special issue shows
the breadth of topics covered in the field of machine learning today. Each article presents in-depth
analysis and experimentation from a different area of machine learning. We hope that you enjoy
reading this issue as much as we enjoyed preparing it.

Finally, we would like to thank all authors for their contributions, and the reviewers for their
help in bringing this special issue to its current form. Special thanks go to Craig Codrington, Alan
Fern, Matthew Greig, Matthew Harrison, Melanie Mitchell, Christina Pavlopoulou, Jon Shapiro and
Xiaoli Zhang for helping with the final copy-edit of the accepted papers.
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